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'brought In a gross revenue of about Rs. li lakhs. The supply covered about 20 miles of UK. V. lines, 45 miles of L. T. distribution and 2J miles of 3*3 K. V. underground cables. It now caters for about 850 consumers. Power was supplied from a Thermal Station of about 630 K. W. capacity till the supply was changed over to the Pallivasal Hydro-Electric System in May 1940, as on account of its rapid industrial growth, it has not been possible to meet the power requirements from this small Thermal Station to any appreciable extent. The total capacity of installed power plants in Ouilonis at present well over 2,000 H. P. But many of them are in a very unsatisfactory condition on account of their old age, and will necessarily have to be replaced by new and better machinery, when it should be possible to secure all these loads, now that the Hydro-Electric Supply is available from the Pallivasal System, the bulk of which is now utilised by the various Ilmenite Factories, the Cotton Mills and the Ceramic Factory .at Kundara.
In view of the fact that there has been a great demand for electric power the Government took up the question of inaugurating a large power supply scheme by harnessing some of the most suitable water falls in the State for this development. A preliminary survey of the Hydro-electric possibilities -of the State was carried out as early as 1919 by Mr. F. J. Jacob, the then Chief Engineer of the Public Works Department. Six years later another investigation was conducted by Mr. K. P. Padmanabha Menon, the present Electrical "Engineer, as a result of which Government came to the conclusion that the development of a power scheme by utilising the falls in the Mudirapuzha river possessed great economic possibilities. Accordingly, proposals were forwarded to Government in 1930 for a detailed investigation of this scheme., These proposals were sanctioned in December 1931 -and the/detailed investigations were taken up and completed -' by 1933. Actual work was started in 1934. The scheme^ thpiigh not .necessarily the largest of the potential water power;